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“ IIow  goodly  are  thy  tents  0 Jacob, 
aud  thy  tabernaelrs,  0 Israel! — 
As  the  valleys  shall  they  spread 
forth,  as  gardens  by  the  rivers 
side,  as  the  trees  of  lign-aloes, 
■which  the  Lord  hath  planted ; and 
as  cedar  trees  beside  the  ■waters.” 


s E n :m  o ]sr . 


ISAIAH  liv.  3. 

“ Spare  not;  lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.” 


These  words  are  part  of  an  exhortation  in  which 
the  Prophet  seems  to  enconrage  the  Gentile  Church  to 
make  ready,  however  unpromising  the  natural  aspects 
of  its  condition  might  be,  for  great  increase  and 
prosperity.  He  is  instructed  by  the  voice  of  God  to 
assure  her  who  had  appeared  forsaken  and  desolate, 
that  the  favor  of  the  Most  High  rests  upon  her,  and  that 
multitudes  of  sons  and  daughters  shall  be  born  unto  her 
of  His  Spirit.  In  the  text,  he  employs  the  figure  of 
a Tabernacle  or  tent,  to  signify  the  appliances  of  the 
visible  Church  for  the  ingathering,  and  refreshing  of 
God’s  regenerate  children.  The  larger  such  a screen 
or  covering  as  is  here  alluded  to,  be,  the  more  need  is 
there  for  long  “ cords”  to  stay  it,  and  for  strong  “ stakes” 
or  tent-nails  to  fasten  it  to  the  earth.  The  oro-anic 

O 

structure  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  very  fitly  repre- 
sented by  such  a simile.  It  is  only  designed  for  the 
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Cliurcli  in  its  pilgrim  state ; it  is  no  part  of  its  essential 
being ; here  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety,  the 
comfort,  and  the  progress  of  the  people  of  God,  it  Avill 
not  be  needed  when  they  become  settled  in  the  pro- 
mised land.  But,  while  the  Church  is  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  this  world,  all  the  arrangements  for  the  banding 
together  of  those  Avhom  God  would  comprehend  in  her 
advancing  host,  and  for  the  care  and  sustenance  of  her 
members,  are  of  God’s  appointment,  and  are  as  incum- 
bent upon  her  attention,  as  anything  else  which  bears 
the  stamp  of  His  infinite  wisdom.  When  He  bids 
her  to  enlarge  her  borders,  and  manifest  a faith  in  His 
promise  that  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be 
brought  in,  and  to  proceed,  as  if  she  expected  protec- 
tion in  all  dangers,  and  success  in  all  Heaven-directed 
enterprizes — she  can  no  more  evade  the  obligation,  than 
she  can  the  duty  to  worship  the  Most  High.  All  of 
God’s  manifest  requirements  stand  upon  the  same 
footing,  and  have  a sacredness  which  nothing  can 
transcend.  We  maintain,  therefore,  that  any  com- 
munitv  of  believers  who  regard  themselves  as  the 
Church,  or  as  part  of  the  Church  of  God,  are  required 
by  the  reiterated  summons,  and  the  multiform  pro- 
mises of  the  Most  High, — to  make  unremitting,  and 
confident  efforts  for  increase.  Nothing  is  more  plainly 
written  on  the  sacred  page,  than  the  call  of  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  upon  those  who  surname  them- 
selves of  Him,  to  be  aggressive, — to  assume  that 
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wherever  human  beings  are  to  be  found  there  are  men 
waiting  the  invitation,  “ Come  with  us,  and  we  will  do 
you  good.”  A Body  calling  itself  a Church,  and  yet 
satisfied  to  fix  its  boundaries,  and  to  live  and  vegetate 
in  its  own  determinate  limits,  has  really  abjured  its 
allegiance  ; forsworn  the  Law  of  its  life ; and  fallen 
under  the  ominous  description  of  the  Apostle,  “ having 
a name  to  live  but  dead  !”  Moreover,  that  which  is  true 
of  an  individual  Christian,  is  true  also  of  a Congrega- 
tion, or  of  an  entire  branch  of  the  Church  Catholic  of 
Christ ; to  wit, — that  present  attainments  can  be  made 
secure  only  by  the  determined  effort  to  increase  them. 
We  have  all  seen  believers  that  ‘‘  did  run  well,”  after 
getting  weary  in  well  doing — first  desisting  from  their 
advances,  and  then  slowly  and  unconsciously  falling 
hack,  until  they  became  quite  undistinguished  from 
the  multitude.  We  have  seen  churches,  whether  paro- 
chial or  national,  lose  their  vitality  by  inaction,  and 
either  sink  into  utter  nothingness,  or  drag  out  a 
miserable  and  forlorn  existence.  God  will  not  leave 
unpunished  either  individual  or  associate  indifterence 
to  His  requirement,  that  whoever  represents  on  earth, 
whether  in  a narrow,  or  a world-wide  sphere,  the  Spirit 
of  His  Grace,  shall  strive  to  extend  its  benefits  to 
others. 

ISiever  since  the  Christian  epoch  has  any  branch  of 
the  Lord’s  great  family,  been  so  signally  blest  in  all  its 
efforts  for  extension,  as  the  Church  of  our  affections 
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in  tliese  United  States.  If  we  be  not  at  this  moment, 
the  most  nnmerons  body  of  Christians  in  the  land,  it 
is  because  the  energy  of  the  Church  has  never  been 
commensurate  with  its  opportunities.  Our  people  in 
past  years  have  been  so  well  satisfied  with  the  peculiar 
organization  and  worship  which  they  have  enjoyed  in 
this  Communion,  that  they  have  been  too  willing  to 
assume  that  its  claims  to  universal  acceptance  were 
self-evident ; and  so,  that  there  was  in  the  system  itself 
a power  of  dissemination  which  needed  not  the  help 
of  man.  It  is  a marvel  that  the  faith  and  worship  of 
this  Church  have  extended  as  they  have,  under  the 
comparatively  languid  and  indifferent  action  of  its 
professors.  God  seems  to  have  put  a special  mark  of 
Ills  favor  upon  every  sign  of  life  and  expansion  which 
our  Church  has  manifested.  The  pure  seed  of  the 
Word  wlien  well  planted  by  the  hand  of  a strong  and 
active  Faith  has  brought  forth  fruit  everywhere,  not 
only  thirty  or  sixty,  but  an  hundred  fold. 

Another  false  idea  has  been  somewhat  current  in 
our  Communion,  (and  of  course  repeated  and  dwelt  upon 
outside  of  it,)  that  our  worship,  and  the  whole  genius 
of  our  institutions  have  adaptation  only  to  the  more 
refined,  and  educated  classes  of  society;  that  it  must 
be  left  to  others  to  pioneer  for  Christ ; that  they  must 
go  out  into  the  “ streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,”  or  into 
“the  highways  and  hedges  of  the  country,”  and  “com- 
pel men  to  come  in”  with  them,  for  initiation  into  the 
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rudiments  of  truth : and,  that  while  that  work  is  being 
accomplished,  the  Church — to  Avhich  Ave  believe  the 
Word  and  Sacraments  of  Chiist  Avere  specially  com- 
mitted, and  Avhich  holds  in  hand  the  commission  of 
the  first  Apostles,  is  to  move  on  Avith  sIoav  and  mea- 
sured dignity,  and  present  herself  at  length,  as  a sort 
of  spiritual  University  for  the  higher  culture  of  those 
Avho  have  learned  in  these  more  elementary  schools, 
“ the  first  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ.” 
This  is  the  most  cruel  and  slanderous  representa- 
tion of  the  Church  of  our  love,  Avhich  can  he  de- 
vised. It  is  an  insidious  denial  of  her  catholic 
character.  It  declares  her  errand  unlike  that  of  her 
divine  Lord,  of  Avhom  it  is  Avritten  that  “ the  common 
people  heard  him  gladly.”  Surely,  YOU  do  not  need 
to  he  reminded,  that  her  Liturgy,  to  the  classic  beauty 
of  Avhich  the  cultivated  can  take  no  exception,  is  so 
simple  that  a child  can  understand  it;  that  it  adjusts 
itself  to  and  represents  the  sentiments  and  desires 
of  every  human  heart  in  Avhich  a spark  of  devotion  is 
enkindled.  You  do  not  need  to  he  told  that  in  a 
Avorship  AAdiich  is  responsive,  there  is  something  to 
arrest  the  attention,  and  enlist  the  feelings,  and  fore- 
fend  the  Aveariness  of  every  one  Avho  is  instructed  to 
read  in  his  OAvn  language.  You  need  not  to  be  con- 
vinced that  a Church,  Avhich  is  neither  purely  hierar- 
chal,  nor  purely  democratic  in  its  government,  hut 
Avhich  combines  the  conservative  and  the  popular  in 
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due  proportion,  is  best  adapted  in  that  regard  to  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men.  You  do  not  need  to  hear 
it  argued,  that  a creed  stringent  upon  great  principles 
but  free  on  matters  of  mere  opinion,  reduced  to  a 
formula,  and  repeated  on  all  occasions  of  public  wor- 
ship is  a sheet-anclior  of  truth,  which  in  these  times 
of  division  and  free-thinking,  renders  the  Church  that 
possesses  it,  an  Ark  of  Safety,  suited  to  afford 
shelter  to  all  that  are  adrift.  Assume  nothing  more  in 
regard  to  the  Communion  in  wliich  our  happy  lot  is 
cast,  tlian  these  palpable  advantages,  and  you  attribute 
to  the  organization  under  which  you  live,  and  in  the 
comfort  of  whose  ministrations  you  hope  to  die,  dis- 
tinctive peculiarities,  whose  transcendent  value  cannot 
be  gainsaid ; and  which,  while  they  constitute  her  a 
Catholic  Church,  fit  for  all  places  and  all  times,  desig- 
nate her  as  pre-eminently  adapted  to  conserve  the 
interests  of  true  religion  in  this  age  and  country.  No 
thoughtful  man  can  look  abroad  upon  the  motley 
shapes  and  hues  of  the  nominal  Christianity  of  this 
land,  without  feeling  perplexed  and  concerned  by  a 
spectacle,  the  like  of  which  has  never  been  seen  upon 
earth.  Here  is  perfect  freedom  to  divide  and  sub- 
divide on  every  difference  of  oinnion,  however  trivial ; 
and  on  distinctions  the  most  unimportant  and  often 
fantastic,  to  establish  a new  Sect : aye,  and  there  may 
be  secured  for  it  recognition,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the 
great  household  of  Christ.  Here  is  a readiness  which 
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every  man  may  indulge  without  fear  of  reproach,  to 
listen  to  every  novelty  in  doctrine  or  practice,  not  only 
Avith  toleration,  but  with  a sort  of  prevenient  partiality. 
Here  are  already  probably  not  less  than  two  hundred 
sects,  aiming  each  to  proselyte  the  Avhole  human 
family ; — while  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  "Western 
Apostacy,  the  ancient  Church,  Avhose  assumption  of 
power  to  define  and  originate  doctrines,  and  to  impose 
ceremonies,  and  sacraments,  and  superstitions  that  are 
not  set  forth  in  the  Word  of  God,  first  consti  ained  dis- 
sent, and  gave  the  occasion  for  all  this  Avild  and  arrant 
speculation,  sits  in  mockery,  and  beguiles  such  as  be- 
come disgusted  Avith  these  endless  divisions,  into  the 
belief  that  they  are  the  legitimate  and  inevitable  fruits 
of  protestantism.  Oh,  AAdiat  a momentous  duty,  these 
novel  and  portentous  circumstances  devolve  upon  that 
Church  AA’hich  has  the  primitiA'e  order  Avithout  the 
OA'erslaugh  of  mediaeval  superstition  and  mummery  ; 
Avhich  guides  the  human  conscience  Avithout  putting  it 
in  bonds ; Avhich  conserves  all  the  elements  of  truth, 
and  yet  alloAvs  activity  of  thought,  and  Avholesome 
freedom  of  action.  BetAA’een  the  dead  formalism  of  the 
one  system,  and  the  rampant  liberty  of  the  other,  this 
Church  is  commissioned  to  take  its  stand  ; at  once  the 
conservative  and  the  progressive  influence  in  the 
religious  cleA'elopment  of  American  life  ; the  halance- 
AA'heel  in  our  moral  economy.  My  brethren,  our  souls 
are  deaf,  if  Ave  do  not  hear  God’s  A'oice  speaking  to 
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our  Zion,  out  of  these  contlicting  elements,  and 
reiterating  the  words  of  the  Prophet:  “Spare  not, 
lengtlien  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.”  If 
we  believe  half  we  say  of  tlie  valne  of  our  institutions 
as  contributing  to  the  purity,  stability,  and  right  prac- 
tical manifestation  of  “ the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,”  we  ought,  in  common  humanity  to  our  fellow 
sinners,  as  well  as  in  gratitude  to  our  Saviour  for 
giving  us  so  goodly  an  heritage,  to  be  the  most  active 
Christians  in  the  world  ! 

The  idea  is  too  obvious  to  need  anything  more  than 
a bare  recital,  that  our  intiuence  as  a religious  body 
can  l)e  much  more  hopefully  exerted  on  the  frontiers 
of  our  country,  where  society  is  in  a state  of  fusion, 
than  in  the  more  populous  and  long  settled  portions, 
where  associations  and  prejudices  are  already  formed 
and  consolidated,  so  that  they  must  be  broken 
or  melted,  before  they  can  assume  a more  comely 
mould.  Much  has  been  written  and  said  of  the 
transcendant  importance  of  that  great  Valley  of  the 
"West,  M'hose  whole  surface  is  astir,  with  teeming 
myriads,  seeking  for  themselves  a home.  We  have 
heard  it  so  often,  that  there  is  soon  to  be  the  seat  of 
empire,  that  we  either  do  not  heed  or  do  not  believe 
it.  But  it  must  bo  true : the  garden  of  the  world, — 
whose  climate  is  most  salubrious, — whose  broad  acres 
honest  poverty  can  obtain  literally  “ without  money 
and  without  price,”  how  can  it  fail  to  be  the  refuge  of 
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the  crowded,  and  starving  populations  of  old  and  worn 
out  countries  I AVhat  can  possibly  check  the  influx 
which  is  now  sweeping  into  single  infant  States  of  the 
West,  at  the  rate  of  an  hundred  thousand  in  a yearl 
How  long  will  it  require  at  such  a rate  of  increase  to 
implant  in  that  boundless  valley  a population  which 
shall  far  surpass  us  of  the  East  in  numbers,  and  con- 
sequently in  power?  For,  let  no  man  presume,  that 
they  who  lead  the  van  of  civilization  into  the  haunts 
of  the  beast  and  the  savage  are  mere  grubs  of  the  soil, 
content  always  to  be  underlings  ; let  no  one  suppose 
that  all  intellect  and  culture  are  left  behind  in  the 
States  of  the  sea-board.^  No,  they  are  the  active, 
adventurous,  forecasting,  independent  portion  of  our 
population,  and  the  better,  and  more  thrifty  class  of 
immigrants  from  abroad,  who  courageously  go  forth 
to  encounter  the  hardships  and  enterprizes  of  border 
life. 

Moreover,  they  go  at  the  known  sacrifice  of  all  their 
settled  habits  and  associations : prepared  to  accept 
whatever  the  necessities  of  time  and  place  may  de- 
mand. They  have,  indeed,  when  they  leave  the  homes 
of  their  childhood,  their  religions  preferences  for  one 


* A Clergyman  settleii  in  a Western  Town  of  5000  inlraljitants— having 
removed  thitlier  from  a Town  of  the  same  poi^nlation  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
recently  told  me,  that  whereas  in  his  former  Parish  he  preached  to  two 
men  of  Collegiate  education,  in  his  present  one  he  preaches  to  twenty  such  ! 
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OT  another  mode  of  worship,  hut  they  reckon  the 
probabilities  of  change  in  that  respect  among  the 
chances  of  their  motley  experience.  They  hold  them- 
selves ready  for  attachment  to  whatever  form  of  reli- 
gion shall  seem,  in  their  new  circumstances,  most 
available,  or  (if  opportunity  of  choice  be  enjoyed)  most 
conformed  to  the  truth  of  God  and  conducive  to  the 
good  of  man.  These  things  I learn  not  merely  from 
my  own  speculations  (though  they  would  lead  me  to 
the  same  conclusions),  but  from  reliable  testimony  of 
laymen  and  ministers,  who  give  the  results  of  their 
own  observations.  From  what  has  been  said,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  those  borderers  are  keen  to  apprehend 
the  truth,  free  to  accept  it,  and  bold  to  avow  it. 

Can  there  be  two  opinions  as  to  the  duty  of  the 
Episcopal  Church, — with  her  Scriptural  faith,  her 
authentic  ministry,  her  simple  and  universally  admired 
Liturgy,  and  her  chastened,  staid,  conservative,  and  yet 
quickened  spirit, — to  be  there,  where  States,  dominant 
States,  are  forming ; Avhere  minds  full  of  enterprize, 
and  yet  singularly  free  from  prejudice,  are  asking 
honestly,  What  is  truth  V’  Can  there  be  a doubt 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Church  to  be  there  with  her 
credentials  in  hand,  to  meet,  and  win,  and  mould  these 
thronging  myriads  ] Let  me  add  to  this  showing  of 
the  case,  that  in  the,  alas!  few  instances  where  she  has 
gone  in  with  the  early  settlers,  she  has  met  with  signal 
favor.  In  the  Diocese  of  Iowa,  where  five  years  ago 
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there  were  barely  clergy  enough  to  elect  a Bishop  (six 
being  the  canonical  number),  there  are  now  thirty-two, 
many  of  them  with  vigorous  and  self-supporting  par- 
ishes. In  Kansas,  where,  four  years  since,  the  pioneer 
missionary  of  the  Church  lifted  her  Bed-Cross  stan- 
dard, there  are,  I think  already,  at  least  ten  organized 
parishes,  five  church  edifices,  and  eight  ministers.  A 
glad  welcome  everywhere  awaits  an  Episcopal  clergy- 
man— a congregation  eager  to  listen  to  him,  a land 
proprietor  ready  to  donate  lots  for  church  and  parson- 
age. I am  informed — and  I repeat  it  not  invidiously, 
but  only  to  indicate  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  be  ready 
to  avail  itself  of  such  singular  favor — that  to  a minis- 
ter  of  our  Communion  alone,  and  always  is  accorded, 
without  objection,  the  opportunity  to  preach  the  Gospel 
on  steamboats  and  in  hotels,  in  that  magnificent  and 
fast  peopling  Territory.*  What  are  all  these,  and 
kindred  facts  in  other  parts  of  the  Great  West,  which 


* This  partiality  for  the  Episcopal  Church  is  no  doubt  due  as  well  to  the 
personal  worth  of  her  missionaries,  as  to  the  distinctive  features  of  her 
system.  They  who  have  unfurled  her  banner  on  the  frontier  have  carefully 
refrained,  in  all  the  troublous  times  which  they  have  witnessed,  from  dese- 
crating the  pulpit  with  passionate  harangues  on  local  politics,  and  in  their 
private  walks  have  been  known  as  men  of  God,  free  alike  from  the  rancor 
and  ambition  of  partizans  and  from  the  greed  of  speculators.  Thus  our 
Church  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  one  in  which  religion  is  the  theme  of 
the  preacher,  and  to  win  souls  his  paramount  object.  I regret  to  learn, 
that  among  the  various  ministers  of  religion  on  the  borders,  this  exclu- 
sive devotion  to  their  peculiar  work  is  sufficiently  singular  to  have  become 
a distinctive  characteristic  of  any  one  order. 
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tlie  time  would  fail  me  to  rehearse,  but  Toices  of 
God’s  providence  recalling  to  Ilis  Cliurcli  His  mes- 
sage by  the  prophet  of  old,  “ Spare  not,  lengthen  thy 
cords,  and  strenofthen  thv  stakes.” 

I rejoice  to  make  known  that  the  late  General  Con- 
vention of  our  Church  was  distinguished  by  a mission- 
ary spirit  beyond  any  of  former  years.  This  pervasive 
consciousness  that  it  is  her  duty  and  privilege  to  en- 
large the  hounds  of  “ her  tent,”  seemect,  for  the  while 
at  least,  to  obliterate  all  differences,  and  to  diffuse  a 
spirit  of  peace  and  harmony  which  it  was  refreshing  to 
breathe  and  heautifni  to  behold!  Few  men  will  ever 
witness  on  earth  such  a demonstration  of  the  sensible 
presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  a great  assemblage,  as 
was  seen  in  that  venerable,  I had  almost  said  august, 
body,  when  the  resolve  was  taken,  by  the  Deputies  of 
the  Lower  House,  to  ask  of  the  House  of  Bishops  the 
nomination  of  two  men,  on  whom  should  be  devolved 
the  Episcopal  oversight  of  all  the  unorganized  territory 
of  the  United  States.  Tlie  rapt  attention  with  which 
the  thrilling  debate  was  listened  to, — the  deep  and 
irrepressible  emotion  which  filled  every  heart,  and 
glistened  in  many  an  eye,  as  the  time  of  decision  drew 
near, — the  entire  and  hearty  unanimity  with  which  it 
was  given, — the  spontaneous  burst  of  sacred  song 
which  immediately  brought  every  attendant  to  his  feet, 
and  throbbed  and  trembled  on  every  tongue, — the  sub- 
dued and  lowly  prayer  that  followed,  and  the  still  and 
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immediate  adjournment,  which  sent  every  one,  with 
emotions  too  deep  for  utterance,  to  his  own  home, — 
who  that  witnessed  these  things  can  ever  forget  1 
With  a like  unanimity  and  fervor  of  feeling  were  the 
nominations  in  due  time  received  and  confirmed.  The 
representatives  of  the  Church  from  every  State  in  the 
Union  concurred  in  this  measure,  and  resolved,  so  far 
as  they  could  speak  for  their  constituents  thoughout 
the  land,  that  the  heroic  men  called  to  lead  the  forlorn 
hope  of  the  Church  into  the  most  forbidding  places, 
embracing  New  Mexico  and  Utah,  shall  not  go  with- 
out sympathy,  without  support  and  adequate  help  in 
their  work.  They  not  only  summoned  commanders, 
but  pledged  them  a corps  of  subordinates.  It  was  the 
declaration  of  Deputies  from  every  quarter,  that  the 
missionary  force  of  the  Church  ought  to  be  and  should 
be  largely  increased  and  more  liberally  sustained.  I 
trust  it  shall  be  found  that  those  spokesmen  are  the 
true  exponents  of  the  Church’s  mind  and  will.  I trust 
that  the  Spirit,  whose  hovering  wings  could  almost  be 
heard  descending  upon  the  Council  of  the  Church,  was 
but  the  earnest  of  His  gracious  visitings  upon  all  her 
membership;  that  the  pledges  of  sympathy  and  sub- 
stance there  tendered  will  be  everywhere  redeemed. 
If  not,  what  a mortifying  spectacle  shall  we  present 
before  the  world!  The  elected  representatives  of  the 
Church’s  sentiment  and  purpose,  fresh  from  the  peo- 
ple, giving  promise  in  fervent  tones  of  great  missionary 
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zeal  and  activity,  and  their  words  winged  by  lightning 
to  every  hamlet  of  the  land,  and  yet  the  calm,  self- 
complacent  and  ungenerous  moderation  of  other  days 
maintained  by  their  constituency,  till  the  Church  shall 
become  fossilized  by  stagnation ; and  at  last,  like  the 
famed  ones  of  Asia,  for  the  sinful  restriction  of  her 
light,  have  her  candlestick  removed  out  of  its  place. 

Let  no  man  say,  in  excuse  for  his  own  backwardness 
to  send  the  Gospel  in  the  Church  to  them  who  have 
gone  to  reclaim  the  wilderness  and  fit  it  for  the  abode 
of  man,  ‘ they  are  active,  independent  and  generous 
spirits,  competent  to  call  and  able  to  support  their  own 
ministers.’  Colonists  in  new  countries  never  get  the 
Gospel  by  their  own  act.  All  that  can  now  be  exacted, 
in  this  regard,  of  these  western  borderers,  could  have 
been  required  of  our  fathers,  while  they  were  felling 
the  forests  and  contending  with  the  red  men  of  the 
coast.  Surely  we  cannot  have  forgotten  that  their 
fathers  sent  them  the  ministers  of  religion ! It  is,  by 
all  the  experience  of  the  past,  manifestly  the  plan  of 
God’s  providence.  If  you  do  not  endorse  and  adopt  it, 
you  leave  a nascent  empire,  under  whose  sceptre  your- 
selves or  your  children  will  at  no  distant  day  be  called 
to  how,  to  be  torn  with  every  form  of  heresy  and  irre- 
ligion,  and  to  settle  down  at  last  into  a bold  and  scoff- 
ing infidelity.  And  when  that  time  comes,  the  little 
cloud,  which  erewhile  was  no  bigger  than  a man’s 
hand,  will  roll  over  the  mid-way  mountain-tops,  blacken 
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your  horizon,  and  burst  upon  you  in  floods  of  vice  and 
desolation ! For  your  own  sake,  for  humanity’s  sake, 
for  Christ’s  sake,  forefend  such  a calamity,  by  timely 
and  generous  dispensation  of  those  treasures  of  truth, 
and  the  golden  casket  in  which  they  are  reposited, 
which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  committed 
to  your  stewardship ! Surely,  surely,  a communion 
which  numbers  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  souls — 
which  in  the  past  three  years  has  had  added  to  its  fel- 
lowship, by  confirmation,  forty-three  thousand  persons 
— which,  in  the  last  quarter  of  a century,  has  increased 
its  number  of  well-instructed  ministers  from  five  hun- 
dred to  more  than  two  thousand — which  reckons 
among  its  adherents  much  of  the  intelligence,  educa- 
tion and  wealth  of  the  country — cannot  stand  acquitted 
before  God,  if  it  do  not  bear  His  ark  to  its  place,  and 
establish  it  in  the  top  of  the  mountains — a name,  and 
a praise,  and  a refuge  to  all  the  people  of  the  land. 
And  you,  my  beloved,  an  integral  and  favored  portion 
of  this  “ glorious  Church,”  cannot  quit  yourselves  of 
your  responsibility  in  this  behalf,  until  you  can  lay 
your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God  and  sense  of  His  approaching  judg- 
ment, declare,  “ I have  done  what  I could.” 

Now  UNTO  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God 
THE  Holt  Ghost,  be  ascribed  as  is  most  justly  due, 

ALL  MIGHT,  MAJESTY,  DOMINION  AND  POWER  HENCEFORTH, 
AND  FOREVER.  AmEN. 


Lord  of  the  Iiarvest,  hear 
Thy  needy  servant’s  cry; 

Answer  our  faith’s  effectual  prayer, 
And  all  our  wants  supply. 

On  Thee  we  humbly  wait, 

Our  wants  are  in  Thy  view; 

The  harvest,  Lord,  is  truly  great. 
The  laborers  are  few. 

Anoint  and  send  forth  more 
Into  Thy  Church  abroad. 

Thy  Spirit  on  their  spirits  pour, 
And  make  them  strong  for  God. 

0 let  them  spread  Thy  name. 

Their  mission  fully  prove ; 

Thy  universal  grace  proclaim, 
Thine  all-redeeming  love. 


